Introduction
Ptosis is only rarely mentioned as a manifestation of systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) and is generally interpreted as an indication of cerebral disease (Harvey et al., 1954; Grigor et al., 1978; Feinglass et al., 1976 ). As we had observed ptosis in the absence of cerebral lupus, we reviewed the records of all SLE patients with ptosis seen in our unit over the past six years in order to ascertain the clinical significance of this phenomenon.
Patients: methods and results
Eleven women were found to have unilateral ptosis associated with SLE; all patients satisfied the preliminary American Rheumatism Association criteria for the classification of the disease (Cohen et al., 1971) . Ptosis was diagnosed if the eyelid overlapped the upper edge of the pupil (Fig. 1) 
